4652 4454 g15)

Geor\gia Industry Environmenical Coalition

~ June5,2001

- Mr. Ron Methier, Chief
Air Protection Branch -
Environmental Protection D[VISIO!’I _
4244 |nternational Parkway, Su1te 120 -
- Atlanta, Georgia 30354

SUBJECT:  Comments on Proposed Amendments to Air Quality Control Rules
o - 391-3-1-.03(9) and the Alr Fees Stakeholder Adwsory Committee '
Process s e

‘ Dear Mr. Methler

The Georgla Industry Environmental Coalmon (GIEC) apprec;ates this opportumty to
- submit comments to the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) on its
~ proposed amendments to Air Quality Control Rule 391-3-1-.03(9). Much of what is
- expressed in this letter reflects support for the letter dated June 5, 2001, submitted
by members of the Air Fees Stakeholder Advnsory Committee (Commlttee)

-~ Asyou know GIEC has been a member of the Commlttee smce it was convened by
EPD’s Air Protection Branch in the Summer of 2000. In addition to GIEC, méembers
_of this Committee includé the Georgla Industry Association; the Gecrgia Mining
~ Association; the Georgla Pulp:and Paper Association; Georgia's Textiles, Carpet and
‘Consumer Products Manufacturers Association and Georgia Power Company Its -
~ mission is to provide assistance to the Air Protection Branch i in developlng an
equatable fee system that will fuIIy fund the Title V. Program

An |mmedtate objectlve of the Committee was to assist EPD in identifying the means:
by which:the Air Protection Branch could cover the FY2001 budgetary shortfall of
over $636,000 by April 30, 2001 and to develop a corresponding rule change for
‘ Board adoption by December 2000. Th|s [nltlai ob]ectlve of the Commlttee and EPD
©. was met - _ _

- The Committe'e proceeded to work with _-EPD"s Air Protection Branch o'n\ deve'_[opment
of the proposed amendments to the Air Quality Control Rules 391-3-1-.03(8), which
- are currently out for public.comment. = The proposed ame_ndmen_ts drafted by EPD

'GIECisa not—for proﬁt membershlp orgamzat:on of enwronmentaﬂy regu!ated -

companles in Georgia. Its members form a diverse group of industries, representmg

over 30-companies and 20 SIC codes, with the shared belief that environmental
" regulations should, and can, be both protective and cost efficient. The mission of

GIEG is to serve as a technically-based advocate for Georgia industry by promotmg

environmental regulations and policies founded on the protection of human health

and the envirohment, sound science and cost/benefit principles. It is not GIEC’s

- purpose to engage in political advocacy at either the state or-national fevel,
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md[cate srgnrflcant progress towards deve[opment of Rules that fund the Tltle V
Program and are fair and equ:tab[e : - :

; However this proposal falls short in addressmg the foilowmg ma;or concerns, WhICh
‘have been :dentlfled through the oollaboratlve Committee!EPD process

- F Several aotlwtles performed by EPD are not related to the Tltle V permlttlng
o program yet are funded by Tltle v fees

2. No prowswns ex;st for mcent:ves to:reduoe em'i'ssions

' 3 Addttlonal fundlng sources, such as the Georg:a Leglslature were not
utilized. -

4 No progresswe method is |dent|f|ed for future fee rate increases in the event
© more fundlng is needed : : : o

o We wrsh fo take this opportunity to urge EPD to contmue to work Wlth the Commlttee

“to finish what we believe to be the beginning of a mutually-beneficial process. We
* hope to continue to. more fully explore and implement several of the ideas exchanged
" over the past year in the areas identified above. 'In addition, we hope to continue: to

" - work with EPD on improving its current ‘accounting system’ (e.g., tracking revenue -

sources and expenses and prioritizing spending for new projects and equipment) to
fully assess if sufficient funds- have been collected from mdustrlal sources utifizing
EPD resources . S

In cIosmg, GIEC supports the currently proposed amendments to Alr Quallty Rules
--391-3-1-.03(9) with the-understanding that more work on issues like those identified -
. above will continue so that resources for Georg|a s Tltle V program are utlhzed inan
‘effective and efficient manner. : : - '

--.Slncerely, |

| _""GEORGIA INDUSTRY ENVIRONMENTAL COALETION

. Katie Kirkpatrick =) B L : TerryD Snell, P.E. bjad-p
- Air Workgroup Chair - L GlEC Chaxr

- ¢ce: - H. Reheis' ‘ _ _
- GIEC Membership



